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A person’s character can be forcefully sculpted by the natural order of society. Although the natural order of society is expected to be maintained by its standard regulations, one’s moral struggles can interfere with these expectations. Mark Twain displayed this man versus society battle of what’s right and what’s wrong through the character Huck Finn in his novel, The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn.

The beginning of Huck’s struggle with society is shown through his life with the Widow Douglas. She would forcibly attempt to “sivilize” Huck, as he would put it, but Huck really just wanted to let his mind be free of external influence. Widow Douglas, however, kept him locked in a cellar, forcing him do things one way, think her way and not do what she wouldn’t want him to do. Astray from society, Huck also showed he held no religious beliefs. Stating, “I don’t take no stock in dead people,” Huck showed he didn’t want to base his beliefs off of any other references but his own. 

Though in denial of societies teachings, Huck still somewhat believed slaves where like how the community described them; bottom class and inhuman. He didn’t go as far as to treat them that way, but he still went by what society had told him to. He stayed away from the cruel treatment though, as shown towards the beginning when Huck’s friend Tom Sawyer wanted to tie Jim, Miss Watson’s slave who will later join Huck when he escapes, to a tree as a prank. Huck instead didn’t see much humor in doing so and also instead looked at possible consequences of the action. Though Huck did however sometimes play little pranks on Jim, such as putting a dead rattlesnake by him and making up fake stories on their adventures together, it can not be said they were done out of racism. Huck had just been acting like a small child joking around with another. Go back to age six. Say you push someone off the slide, they fall and break their arm, and meanwhile you just point and laugh hysterically as they roll around on the grass screaming in pain. That’s exactly what happened in this scenario. Had it been out of racist opinion, Huck wouldn’t had let Jim stand within a ten-foot radius of him, especially knowing that people were using “high-quality bread” to search for him after he had run away.

Huck’s apathy toward race really showed for the first time when they decided to go ashore and find out the latest speculation that was going on about in regard to their escape. Disguised as a girl while in the process, Huck learns that Jim has been accused of Huck’s murder and a $300 is being offered for his capture. Given the choice of turning Jim in or running off with him to escape, Huck went against his community and picked the latter. Besides, had he turned Jim in, he would have been dragged back to “sivilization” anyway. 
As their new lives as refugees moved forward, Huck observed properties of Jim that he was told didn’t exist in all blacks. For instance, Huck was almost shocked when Jim told him about how he missed his family and wished to buy back their freedom when he escaped to the north. Additionally, Huck determined Jim “had some white in him” when one night Jim was crying about how he missed them, his family, so much and felt horrible with the memory of the last thing had said to his daughter when they were together.

Anything below this point I haven’t yet revised… just sloppily, jumbled facts. Think of it as one mixing bowl of ten different cake batters. Yeah… still though, it’s a “rough draft” and this is what makes it rough so I’m sure you’ll approve?  I mean, I’ll finish it of course.
OLD INTRO PARAGRAPH OF FAILURE 

Some critics argue that Huck does not really change as he travels down the river even though he rips up the letter to Miss Watson. What do you think? Argue your side using specific relevant evidence and developing all of your evidence thoroughly. 

Raised in a racist society, Huck Finn started off a character who, similar to others around him, racist against African-Americans. As Huck sets off on a quest to escape society, he ends up running away with a black slave, Jim. As time went by that they spent with each other, Huck began to see Jim differently, as not just a slave but a person as well. Though Huck’s views toward Jim appeared to change, it is a question to be answered how much they really did not just for him but the entire slave populous.  ( If you’re interested, there’s my old intro prior to the quarter-million revisions I did to it tonight!
